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" The illegal release of the Pentagen Papers
and the more recent use of seeret documents
by columnist Jack Anderson has re-opened
the problem of what should and should not he
classified.

During a conversation a few years ago with
the late Senator Richard Russell [ asked why
the CIA reports on Lec Harvey Oswald's
travel§ T Iexico had to remain classified as
‘secret and why they had to stay seeret for
many years {o come.

The senator was at that time, and had heen
for more than a decade, chairman of a special
appropriations - sub-committee which con-
trofed all CIA funds, There wasn't anyone
who was in a better position to answer the
question than Russell,

‘He gave me a plausible reason for the
secrecy. The senator noted, and it's true, that
we have people in every country in the world

.*who are friendly to the U.S. and though not

citizens of this country they often supply our
intelligence peeple with information. Some
are businessmen, some fishermen, artists,
students and so forth. They are hasically loyal
(o their own country, but still willing to help
us. The CIA report on Oswald's travels in
Mexico contains not only the facts about his

B

- Mmovements in that country but the names of
. the individuals who provided those facts. If

‘the report was made public at this time some
. of the contacts would end up facing a firing
f squad and if they weren’t shot or imprisoned,
they would no longer be of any value as
contracts. Their future services would be nil.
; Since they are still needed it makes good
sense to keep their identity unknown.

¢ But what about thirty ycars from now? This
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is the tinte frame being recommended by the
National Security Council as a reasonable
time to keep papers secret yel there are
oppouents around who want the lid to stay.on
far beyond three decades.

That's preity hard to buy even from the .
individuals who claim diplomatic or military
secret codes can he endangered by releasing
thirty year old data. Il secins illogical to
assume that codes aren't changed in more -
than thirty 'years and even iiore illogical to
believe any nation can keep a code unbroken
for thirty years. If this is happening it is’a
first for all time. A recent rash of non-fiction
hooks have pretty well dispelicd the idea that

unbreakable codes exist. If a man or woman
can conceive them sgoner or later another
man or.woman will be able to unravel them.

Anyone who reads my eolumns very long
knows I am pro-military, but I've long heen
aware of the military’s inclination to mark
anything and everything secret and kecp that
tag on forever. In some cases this practice
can he defended, but not for 50 or 100 years.,
While true military secrets should * be
carefully guarded military blunders should’
not. Time doesn't erase stupidity, but it hides
it and that’s wrong, . -

During World War 11 many a bulletin board
was so plastered with memos that it was a
standard joke that if one dug-deep enough
he'd find a KP order from Valley Forge still
tacked up. If one could actually dig deep
cnough in Peuntagon records there’s a chance
that some of .George Washington’s actual
orders are still stamped secrel. In a free
sociely that's no joke. :
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" The illegal release of the Penta-
' g6n Papers and the more recent use

of secrt doctivients by columnist

ack ‘Anderson has re-opencd the
, problem of what should and should
ot belagsified: =*
?;. During a conversation a few.
“years ago with the late Senator
" Richard Russell 1 asked why. the
CIA reports on Lee Harvey Oswald’s

travels in Mexico had to remain classified as secret and why i

- they had to stay secret for many years to come.

{
The senator was at that time, and had heen for more

“than a decade, chairman of a special appropriations sub-

committee which controlled all CIA funds. There wasn’t
‘anyone who was 'in a better position to answer the
question than Russell. .

He gave mé a plausible reason for the sccreey. The
senator noted, and it’s true, that we have people in every
country in the world who are friendly. to the U.S, and
though not citizens of this country they often supply our
intelligence people with information. Some are business-
men, some fishermen, artists, students and so forth, They
are basically loyal to their own country, but still willing

~ 1o help us. The CIA report on Oswald’s travels in Mexico ¢

contains not only the facts about his moyvements in that
country but the names of the individuals who provided
those facts. Il the report was made publie. at this time
. some of the contacts would end up facing a firing squad
and if they weren't chot or imprisoned they would no
. longer be of any value as contacts. Their Tuture services
would- be nil. Since they are still needed it makes good,
i sense to keep their identity urknowa. S
~ But what about thirty yeafs from now? This is the
time frame being recommended by the National Sceurity
Council as a reasonable time to keep papers secret yet'
- there are opponents around who want the lid to stay on far
_ beyond three decades. . o
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" That’s pretty hard to buy even trom the tdiviquals who
claim diplomatic or military secret codes can be endangered
by releasing thirty year old data. It seems illogical to
assume that codes aren’t changed in more than thirty
years and cven more illogical to believe any nation can
keep a code unbroken for thirty years. I this is happening
itis a first for all time. A recent rash of non-fiction books
have pretty well dispelled the idea that unbreakable codes
exist. If a man or woman can conceive them sooner or
fater another man or woman will he able to unravel them,

Anyone.who reads my columns very long knows [ am
pro-military, but I've long been aware of the military’s

. inclination, to mark anything and everything secret and

keep that tag on forever. In some cases this practice can be
defended, but not for 50 or 100 years. While trie military
secrets should be  carefully guarded military blunders
should not. Time doesn’t erase stupidity, but it hides it
and that’s wrong. o :

During World War II many a bulletin board was so
plastered with memos that it was a standard joke that if
one dug deep enough he’d find a KP order from Valley
Forge still tacked up. Il one could actually dig deep enough,
in Pentagon records there’s a chance that some of George
Washington’s actual orders are still stamped secret, Tn a’
free society that’s no joke. :
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B By Richard M
- Wasiﬂngfan Post Servica, ]
/ When Yyndon B, Johnson was  president,
V\/Martin E. Underwood had a White House pass,
parlking space next fo the Executive  Office ap e 3o gy y o
Building, and a jet at Andrews Ar Force Base loose io Jamn the s eets, Aind hous about us
reserved for his own use, . . :
Now Le is one of the lesserJmown members of PR
Maryland Gov, Marvin Mandel's staft,
-Underwood is an “advance man.” When his
boss has to take a trip, Underwood goes in ad-
vance to pave the way. By the time the boss ar
rives, he can be sure that Underwood will have
patted 1be imporlant backs, massaged:® (he “Ho and 7 walle . e .
influential egos, alerted the bress, arranged the h (‘JL"%_I’,?[AI‘};; ;S\\l'igilc?i?]m:l{;lé}ll‘i 1:1;2‘0,7 ijmﬁg(gg i
k reception lines, and then will bave faded jnio an ., o oy J e NN *’]f iy
- enthusiastic crowd of his oW makine in the Kno;.v_de paper, 'JAhe Caption saud, ‘Marty
) It thgﬂd;}?’nc; job is don‘n pz-c;pcrl;l the effect Underwood is one of JFK’s closest assistants.!
. [T renine Jub s - s TS CHE Christ, T never met him before,”
‘ig g appearanceo of 5 ¢ 1 DOUTING "
1233 ;I}?ﬁimlpf“ Cchfsng Spontancous “}’“ (,1111_19 of Less than a month later Underwood and
- & 'I\io'/\-a d~§<—l “when | Underwood Js jiof our NOUETt J. Kennedy had a row at the Minne-
wadays } HACrw b AP TYs i1 a Ok ST o ranf
somewhere “advancing” for Mandel, he Jives jn "4POUS altport. The press plang had been kept
i N . s i " circling. Robart Kemiedy, furtous at the delay, .
lashzd Underwood, JUnderwood quit, Ye says he : .

silyf presidents, Yoy %

o o1 ,",.' ’ ‘ e - S oo e :'
ate inéin, then ash them to tury the kids!

9 ¢F 7. é' s ¥
ngine big bands

that goddamued car over there with ‘the motor
running?” He said, ‘Yeah.' I said, ‘That’s my
setaway car i case things don’t turn out right,
“Fenny said, ‘Come on up to the plane,” Ken-
nedy was there. Je siniled and said, 9 guess you
want to meet 1ne.’ '

an apartment ia Towson, Md., with his sonvenirs
and memaries of the Johrison years, and he tells never spoke to Robert Keunedy again
JInteresting storjes, - o By then, Underwood Tad moved to
N : - V- Washington, He was with the Comimerce Depart-
Imxmedy I‘ll‘st L " ment, putling on {rade shows. Je Stayed on that

In the beginning, Underwood wag. a.public job for three years, until the Kemedys called N .
relations man for the Schaeffer Pen Co. in lowa, ‘again, this time from the White House. :
and he did “contact work’ for Chicage’s Mayor - i
Richard Daley. With LI Men _

Aarrrr . L™ . . - - o -: o : AT A !Y

Under w00d was in Daley’s qff:ce) one day in . g0t this panic call about 10 days before the,
Seplember, 1960, when Kenneth P. O'Domell assassination, Kenny O’'Donnell said, ‘Can you
called and said that John I, Kennedy needed 80 down to Texas and help at (hese stops?® T
advance men, Underwood recalls the incident said, ‘Sure, I'll be glad (0.7 Tha’s how ended
this way: = W s st b, o UD 10 1ouston, T damn near ended up in Dallas.-

Daley said, ‘Well, there’s & guy right here in It was just the draw of the cards.”

ror , s o ; e oclva : ) ; . :

tny oiice.” Then he said, ‘Marty, the Kennedys In Texas, Undersiood worked with men wha
P‘;‘?C}, advaace nen:"Do you think you can do later became important assigtauts to Jahnson,
It? A Cepnedun. O Of thent was a Housian public relations man
Underywood promptly 100k Gt for Rennedy's iamcd Tack Valenti, The ather was Bill Moyors,
campaign headquarters in Washington. Later Valenti assumed (hat Underviood was - on
that same day he wag Ju Kuoxville, Tenn., pay- Rentedy’s staff, When Valenti went to Wash.
g the way for a presidential candidate he had ington to work for Johnson hc'('a]}od for Un-
never met. . N . derwood at the White IHouge. Johngon wag not!

Recalling that first job for the Kennedys, Un- - T nStaliad Sr T vt o o
derwood says: . ] then mstalled in the White House.and Valenti had ;

0ne of the ladies asked me, ‘How's Jackieo® come straight from Hou: ten. A
I'said, ‘She’s just great!” The lady asked, ‘What The guard kept tolling him, “There's ngl Y
color hair does she have?’ J talg her the wrong Marly Underwood hepe.? Valenti saiq, You're, :
calor, - : ) o srazy, you must be new Jiere, Marty Underwood:

“Wheh we gol into Knoxvillg, things just _Is'ti;e 1;;:_03151?11(’;,- 1112‘.?1. T just got through work-?
lurned out great. We had 4 big crowd. We had a g for bim.” . RO 500 1
band out there, just dofng it 1‘3 l%az Hmlé 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R00036G015000%
O’xonnell got off 1hApép1|'!o)Ve onnelease -



